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POTTER’S WELCOMES BEAUTY AND GRACE BACK TO THE PALMER HOUSE 

(Chicago, IL) - Among the special guests at the opening of the new Potter’s bar and lounge in the 

Palmer House were dancers from the Joffrey ballet.  One of the unique features of Potter’s is the 

large gallery of photos of many of the great performers who appeared in the Palmer House’s 

Empire Room in the 20th Century.  The dancers (left to right), Valerie Robim; Kathleen Thielhelm; 

Abigail Simon; Erica Lynette Edwards; and Justine Humenansky, recreate the famous photo 

behind them of the original Merriel Abbott dancers who appeared in the Empire Room of the 

Palmer House.  Guests are able to experience a mix of new and old by being taken back to the days 

of the 20th Century icons who grace the walls of the contemporary bar. The intimate lounge 

celebrates classic entertainment with swanky leather couches and retro lighting.   Potter’s is part 

of the Palmer House’s historic $170 million restoration and renovation project currently in its final 

stages.   
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